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One Hundred Years: Why It Matters  
 

 The Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society was officially incorporated in July of 1912 by a group of citizens who first 
gathered at Elmington Plantation on Route 14 in May of that year for the purpose of addressing ñinstances of criminal abuse 
toward dumb animalsò feeling it was ñthe duty of every enlightened community to put down such practices with a heavy hand.ò 
 The original incorporation document will be on display at the Societyôs shelter throughout the year. It is a fascinating 
reminder of the things we modern folks still have in common with a generation of people who knew nothing of the internet, 
space travel or cable television. It is remarkable to realize that the unimaginable inventions of the 20th century did not put aside 
our communityôs continuing drive to understand and protect the simplest priorities of life, one of which is the love of our 
companion animals. Puppy breath still smells like heaven, the company of a good hound is a comfort, and cats fascinate us 
even if we donôt always interest them. 
Gloucester, Mathews and Middlesex Counties are well-known for the unique characteristics of their communities that the 
passage of time hasnôt claimed. Thatôs why people come here, thatôs why people stay here. We recognize the ways that 
companion animals add joy to our lives and we have created a place of peace and hope for those that are temporarily lost or 
abandoned. Through this place we help re-connect the animal-human bond between homeless pets and people looking for 
something they need. 
 This is why it matters: companion animals provide unquestioning affection and acceptance, and can make things ñrightò 
by their mere presence among us. They love their people and will take our side in any fight, be they dog, cat, parrot or pony; 
their enrichment of human lives reaches down into our very DNA. They were made to be ñwith,ò as were we. The protection of 
our companion animals is, quite simply, our duty and high privilege. One hundred years ago the humane society wasnôt 
organized because  of government regulation or potential economic gain; it was done because it was the right thing to do. It still 
is. 
 Please join the Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society as we begin a year-long celebration of our 100th Anniversary, and 
explore the history of companion animals in our community. What started as a progressive, grassroots movement to protect the 
farm animals of Gloucester and Mathews Counties lives today as both a place of shelter as well as an advocate for the humane 
attitudes and actions so valued by our founders. Our duty continues. 

Gloucester -Mathews Humane Society  

The present day Gloucester-Mathews-Middlesex Animal Shelter  

of the Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society  

The first Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society animal  

shelter facility, opened  in November of 1977 
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Keep Us Bloomin  
 

Support the GMHS by purchasing flower bulbs through 
Bloomin' Bucks with Brent and Becky's Bulbs. Bloominõ 
Bucks is a progressive fundraising program designed to 
earn select Non-Profit organizations cash for every 
order received through the Brent and Becky's Bulbs 
website ( www.bloominbucks.com.) 

U PCOMING  E VENTS  
 

Daffodil Festival  

March 24th and 25th  
 

2nd Annual GMHS 

Woofstock  

May-TBA 

Bangkok Noi Gave Delicious  

Support to the Animals  

During the Holiday Season! 
Tusnee McDaniel, 
owner and head 
chef at Bangkok Noi 
Thai restaurant on 
Gloucesterôs Main 
Street, loves food 
and loves providing 
it to those who are 
hungry ï and not 
j u s t  t o  h e r 
customers! In late 
November, Tusnee 
came to the GMHS 

with a wonderful and generous idea to offer a discount on 
the tabs of customers who brought in donations of food 
for the animals of the GMHS. She also offered to donate 
a portion of the restaurantôs proceeds during the holiday 
season to GMHS to help with operating expenses. A 
tasty proposition for man and beast alike! The GMHS is 
extremely grateful to Bangkok Noi and to all of its patrons 
who brought in food for the animals of the Gloucester-
Mathews-Middlesex Animal Shelter. 

YES, V IRGINIA , Y OU CAN  ESTABLISH  A L EGAL  P ET  
T RUST  FOR  YOUR  COMPANION  ANIMALS !  

 

It may surprise you to know that the Commonwealth of Virginia enacted a pet trust law that became effective on July 1, 
2006, that states a trust may be created to provide for the care of an animal alive during the settlorôs lifetime. This type of 
trust will terminate upon the death of the animal or, if the trust was created to provide for the care of more than one animal 
alive during the settlorôs lifetime, upon the death of the last surviving animal. 
This information is great news for those of us who worry about what may happen to our beloved pets after our passing. It 
is now legally possible to structure a document that will spell out how pets will be cared for and by whom.  
The Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society will be researching information on pet trusts and making it available to our 
membership in the months ahead. Look for more information coming soon! 

S ANTA  V ISITS   

T HE  GMHS  
Santa Paws visited our shelter on Sunday November 13th 
to take photos of all his Paws & Claus friends.  What a fun 
and exciting afternoon it was!  62 families brought their 
purries and furries to meet Santa and have pictures taken 
with their favorite humans.  Paws & Claus is a favorite 

fundraiser for 
GMHS because 
it gives us the 
opportunity to 
share a fun and 
m e m o r a b l e 
afternoon with 
our friends in 
the community.  
ZH Studio of 

Williamsburg is our long time photographer and the quality 
and spontaneity of the photos is amazing.  Hope to see 
you next year!  Pictured from left to right: Kevin Tabb, 
Isabelle, Soabi, Santa Claus, Pharoah, Leah and Beth 
Hogge 


