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“Look, it’s Xena!” 
As shelter staff members 
gathered at the front 
door, a diminutive but 
determined brindle-and-
white dog stepped out of 
her Jeep to greet her fans. 
Xena had been one of the 
old shelter’s longest-term 
residents, a very intelligent 
girl who was keenly aware 
of the limits of her life in 
the shelter and wanted 
desperately to find her 
long-awaited forever 
family and home. Her life began again when she was 
adopted by her new “people” and started her journey 
to become the happy, sailboat-loving family companion 
that she is today. 
 The First Annual GMHS Alumni Day was filled with 
stories like Xena’s and reunions between shelter staff, 
volunteers, families and their former shelter pets,  
bringing tears to the eyes of many. The day started 
with an Alumni Parade where dogs strutted their stuff 
for the cameras and were presented with special 
Alumni Gift Bags filled with toys and coupons donated 
by Purina One. Rochelle Luttig presided as judge over 
a Cat Show where many of the shelter’s current 
resident cats were judged to the highest standards of 
the domesticated cat. 
 Guests were treated to a dog agility demonstration 
led by Janice Bryant and Jennifer Schroeder, who put 

their highly trained dogs 
through the agility course.  
Visitors then had a chance 
to let their own dogs take a 
run through the course, and 
discovered that it wasn’t as 
easy as it looked.  Wanda 
Fary provided information 
on the Canine Good 
Citizenship testing program 
and basic obedience training 
for companion dogs, while 
treating visitors to some 
fabulous popcorn. 
 Other guests included  

Postmaster Sharon Wood from the White Marsh Post 
Office branch selling the new Shelter Pet Adoption  
stamps; Ring Dog Rescue, a group that rescues and 
shelters bully-breed dogs and provides public 
information on their optimum care and treatment; and 
Gloucester County Animal Control , bringing the 
County’s Emergency Animal Care Trailer for tours.  
G M H S  S t a f f 
Member Ariel 
Matthews donated 
her amazing talent 
to offer face-
painting to our 
human Alumni 
Day guests in the 
Puppy Room.  
 T h e  d a y ’ s 
e v e n t s  e v e n 
included readings by local Pet Psychic Medium Annette 
Gerwitz who had many visitors marveling at her ability 
to know the backgrounds of their animals and the 
reasons for their specific behaviors.  
 Our first Alumni Day was a terrific success, and will 
definitely become an annual tradition. “It’s so good to 
see these happy, fuzzy faces again,” said Shelter 
Manager Beth Hogge. “It reminds us what we’re all 
here for.” 

First Annual GMHS Alumni Day Fills 
Shelter With Joy And  Memories 
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...Out Of The Box 

Did you know… 
 

Every purchase of pine 
straw mulch from Middle 
Peninsu la  Ventu res 
benefits the animals of 
the Gloucester-Mathews 
Humane Society. To get 
more information or to 
place an order, call (804) 
824-5765. 

Wendy’s Restaurants Of Gloucester  
Give Sweet Support To The GMHS 

Adoption has long been a worthy cause supported by Wendy’s Restaurants and championed by the 
chain’s founder, Dave Thomas, being an adopted child himself. 
Now Wendy’s of Gloucester has taken this philosophy a step further to include the support of animal 
adoptions with their Frosty Key Tag Program to benefit the Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society. 
This program, first started with the Richmond SPCA last year, provides direct operational support to 
the animals of the Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society while also offering participants a unique 
opportunity: the purchase of a GMHS Frosty Key Tag for $1.00 will entitle the purchaser to a free 
Junior-sized Frosty with any other purchase at either of the Gloucester Wendy’s Restaurants through 
December 31, 2010. The money from the purchase of these tags is donated by Wendy’s directly to 
the GMHS. Since the program began in Gloucester in April, over 4000 key tags have been sold. 

“My wife and I are big animal lovers,” said Dan Nieman, owner of the two Wendy’s restaurants in Gloucester. “We 
have two golden retrievers and two cats. This program creates a great business relationship and offers Wendy’s the 
chance to give back to the community. It’s a ‘win-win’ situation for both parties, from Wendy’s perspective.” 

 

Mark Your  
Calendars! 

 

GMHS 2nd Annual Yard Sale -July 10  

Mathews Market Days - September 10 & 11 

GMHS Fashion Show - September 23 

Guinea Jubilee - September 24 & 25 

Wings and Wheels - September 25 

Urbanna Oyster Festival - November 5 & 6 

GMHS Paws & Claus-November 14  

GMHS Annual Auction- January 29, 2011 

‘Tis The Season..Kitten 
Season That Is! 

 
You’ve heard of the dog days of summer; what about 
“kitten season”? It’s the time of the year when cats give 
birth, flooding shelters with homeless litters of kittens 
and their mothers.    From late spring to fall, our shelter 
is inundated with cats 
and kittens each 
month. This volume of 
incoming felines puts a 
tremendous strain on 
the shelter's resources. 
Some of these kittens 
are orphaned and may 
r e q u i r e  b o t t l e 
feeding.  Others are unsocialized and require extra 
attention while learning to love and trust people.  Some 
come to us with injuries caused by cars, other animals, 
or sometimes even humans.  While kittens are cute, 
kitten season is too much of a good thing and often the 
hardest hit are the homeless adult cats who are forced 
to compete with an abundance of kittens that are also 
looking for permanent homes. We encourage you to 
visit our shelter to meet our fabulous felines and take 
advantage of adoption specials.  Cats are wonderful 
loving creatures; they provide you with a bond of 
friendship and affection unlike anything else.  They accept 
without qualification, never judging and always forgiving. 
Recent studies are finding that cat owners also enjoy 
various health benefits. Simply stroking a cat has been 
shown to be very therapeutic in stress reduction and can 
even help reduce blood pressure. Not to mention cats 
provide years of love and happiness to families that give 
them the same!  



DONATIONS IN HONOR OF 
INDIVIDUALS 

 
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF GLOUCESTER 
 Torch Club (Building Fund – W.O.H.) 
CHRIS, KIM & TONYA 
 Gail Phillips-Bosshart 
JEAN CROWDER  
 Barb, Jeff & Sophie Smigel 
JEAN & DICK CROWDER 
 Alan Flora 
SARA DELO 
 Sam & Anne Bland 
MARJORIE GOETTLE 
 Jocelyn Dunstan 
EVA MAY GREGORY 
 Rita H. Joyner (Building Fund) 
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY  
 Dr. Roger Mann & Elaine M. Lynch 
LAURA & LLOYD HUBBARD, JR. 
 Jill E. Webb 
RALPH & MIMI JACKSON 
 Amos, Hunter, Judy, Patty, Rhone & Sam - 
       (Building Fund)  
CHRISTI  LEBOEUF 
 Alice Caldwell 
LIZZ LESTER 
 Alice Caldwell 
 Linda Dunton (Angel Fund) 
THERESA & TROY STAVENS 
 Cindy Smith 
LINDA WALKER 
 Cam & Dean Williams  
 (Building Fund –  W.O.H.) 
P. B. & CAROLE WHITE 
 Henry C. Spalding, Jr. 
ANN WILLIAMS  
 Sally White & Rob Drucker 
CAM WILLIAMS 
 Rita H. Joyner (Building Fund) 
NICK & KRISTINA YARKEY 
 Raymond & Linda Yarkey 
 

DONATIONS IN HONOR OF PETS 
 

ALL ANIMALS (Happy New Beginnings) 
 Gale F. Hood 
ALL ANIMALS THAT ARE ABUSED OR 
NEGLECTED 
 Tamara Dykes 
BARCLAY 
 Maurice & Anne Dickerson 
BEAUREGARD 
 Bernie Geddings 
BLACKIE (Adopted GMHS June, 2008) 
 Marilyn E. Stinson 
BRINDLE 
 Susan K. Vecchione 
CEPHEUS (Aka – Flubber) GMHS 
Alumnus 
 Mary Ann Link  
MI-LO & MAI-LEE (LEFEBVRE) – Two 
dogs 
 J. Scott Sadler 
MOLLY (GMHS Alumnus) 
 Jane H. Carpenter 
NIKI 
 Jeannie K. Johnson 
PEPPER 
 Helen W. Hankins 
PORTER & ASIA (JOHNSON) 
 Jane & Randy Johnson  
 (Building Fund – W.O.H.) 
ROO 
 Joanne K. Roos 
SAMMY 
 Judy M. Amos 
SCOUTIE 
 James T. Donahue, Jr. 
SKYY 
 The White Dog Inn 
SOPHIE (Border Collie Mix) 
 Ed & Claudia Stropko 
 
 
 

DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF 
INDIVIDUALS 

JOY AHERN 
 Lucy Trebour 
MARTHA BORDEN 
 Barb & Jeff Smigel 
MINA BURNELLI 
 Daniel & Christine Christian 
JOHN INGRAM CARRINGTON 
 Margaret S. McRoberts 
SARAH DANIELS CARRINGTON 
 Elizabeth D. Parker 
MRS. MARGIE COX 
 George & Alice Northam 
MARGARET A. (PEGGY) DIXON 
 Peggy & Charles McComb 
 Marian & Bucky Clements 
 Glenn & Ruth Lange & Family 
 Monday Night Knitting Group 
 York River Garden Club 
LORRAINE DONOHUE 
 Cathy Dodgen 
JIM FARINA 
 Betsy Phillips 
RONNIE FOSTER 
 Helen Mae Kemp 
CONNIE FRANK 
 Robert & Geraldine Krontilik 
MALCOLM “FRITZ’ FRIES  
 Rosemarie & Charles Stoddard 
MARY GREGORY 
 Stella Rose Bartron 
ANN WILLIAMS HASKELL 
 P. B. & Carole White 
L. WAYNE HUDGINS & 
    HIS BEST PAL “CHESBY”  
 Peggy Hudgins 
HELEN H. HUTCHESON (Helen’s Gift)  
 Nancy Barret & Tracy Smith 
 Richard & Barbara Catlett 
 John & Joyce Eichler 
 Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Fawley & Kelly 
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 Tribute Gifts 
In Memory Of... 
Honor the life and memory of a beloved family member, friend or animal companion by making a gift in their name. 
When we lose a loved one or a cherished animal companion, we find comfort in celebrating their lives in a 
meaningful way.  By making an in memoriam donation to the Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society, you pay tribute 
to a loved one while restoring hope to animals in need.  An acknowledgement letter will be sent to you and the 
grieving family to let them know of your most thoughtful gift.  
In Honor Of ... 
Mark the milestones of life – birthdays, retirements, graduations, anniversaries, holidays and other special 
occasions, with a gift that will help the animals too.  We will acknowledge your gift by sending a special card to the 
person or family that shows you care and in whose name the gift was made. 

Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society  
Honors and Memorials 

January 1, 2010  To March 31, 2010 
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  HELEN H. HUTCHESON (continued) 
  (Helen’s Gift) 
 John & Rowena Farrar 
 Mr. & Mrs. Russell G. Fergusson, Jr. 
 Joan R. Fine 
 Beth & Allan Harrington 
 David & Teresa Harrington 
 Tom & Michele Harrington 
 Madeline E. Hutcheson 
 Mrs. Robert S. Hutcheson, Jr. 
 Christine H. James 
 Mrs. Robert J. Keller III 
 David J. Marshall 
 Mrs. H. Page Mauck, Jr. 
 Dr. & Mrs. William R. Mauck 
 Dennis & Janie McShane 
 Peggy H. Owen 
 Emily Campbell Pancake 
 Jim & Tuckie Paxton 
 Eric S. Seidel 
 Mr. & Mrs. Onnik H. Tashjian 
 P. B. & Carole White 
ANN KAEDING 
 Bob & Harriett George 
JAMES DAVID KING 
 Jeff Loveland 
KATHY LAMOS 
 Andrea McDaniel 
DUNBAR LAWSON, JR (Capt. USN Ret.) 
 The Ellen Family 
MARGARITE MINIS for “SOFIA”  
 Ursula Gregory 
JASON ANDREW MITCHELL 
 Carol A. Baer 
 Mary A. Diggs 
 Melanie Harris 
WENDELL (Bennie) F. MINOR 
 Herbert & Sylvia Cannon 
 Al DeWitt, Richard DeWitt & 
         Mike DeWitt    
 Lenn & Joan Gilbert 
 Johnny, Bertie & Tommy Givans 

Marguerite R. Horsley 
 Karen Dovel Parker 
 Charles & Delores Poupard 
 Arlene & Jack Ramsey 
 Barry & Tiffany Sterling 
 Frances F. Sterling 
 Nellie W. Wray 
JOHN MORRISON 
 Jean S. Wilkinson 
DOROTHY S. PETERS NELLIGAN 
 Mae V. Montague 
CINDY RHODES 
 Henry C. Spalding, Jr. 
J. G. RODGER 
 Margaret Rodger 
DEADY BENNETT SINAGRA 
 Charles & Betty Bristow 
 Walter & Allethea Bruce 
 Eckhard’s Restaurant 
 Rachel & W. D. Edwards 
 Ellen Family 
 Anne & Peter Glubiak 
 Ricky & Geanie Longest 
 Darrell L. Miller/Miller Forestry Serv. 
 Vicki & Frank Owen 
 People of Christ Church Parish 
 

DEADY BENNETT SINAGRA (continued) 
 Teresa Perkins & Frank Owen/ Bennett  
  Mineral 
 Douglas, Rebecca & Erin Pollock 
 Lola E. (Lyn) Randall 
 Micheline, Larry & Ben Reaves 
 Charles & Sally Gayle Revere 
 Amy Schacht 
 Marian Shagman 
 VHI Transport 
 Virginia State Capitol Guide Staff 
 Sam Wills & Family 
 Sally A. Zabel 
SODY SMITH 
 Joe Brown 
JAN & RENEE TENNEMA 
 Mrs. Dunbar Lawson, Jr. 
JANE VAN LEEUWEN 
 Bobby W. Belvin (Building Fund) 
 Jean M. Duggan (Building Fund) 
LINDA WHEELER 
 Cathy Camechis &   Jamie, Charles, 
 Arnie, Bob, David,   Amber & Fran 
ELFRIEDE WOLPERT (She Loved All 
Animals) 
 Margaret L. Barbee 
 Evelyn M. Barber 
 Wulf & Heide Berg 
 Sandra & Charlie Brown 
 Beth Bumgarner 
 James R. Clarke 
 Beverly E. Golemba 
 Shirley D. Hamby 
 Jacob Kay 
 Wellington & Wendy Kay 
 Iris T. Kennedy 
 Jack & Christiane Kornfeld 
 Ruth A. Marshall 
 Dema L. Neilson 
 Judy O’Leary 
 Rita D. Quinn 
 Suzette A. Ridpath 
 Walter & Monique Schmidt 
 Donald & Grace Shimabukuro 
 Mr. & Mrs. Charles V. Spain 
 James & Elma Stoveken (Building  Fund) 
 Dessie Sturgeon 
 Cheryl S. Thomas 
 Jeff & Janis Westrick 
 Joyce B. White 
 Linda & Richard Wolpert 
BETTY ANNE WORTHINGTON 
 Jane B. Speegle 
 
 
 
DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF PETS 
 
ALL MY 4 LEGGED FRIENDS THAT 
ARE GONE 
 Jim & Gail Harley 
BAILEY, BEAGLE, BECKY & CHELSEA 
 Joyce A. Harris 
BEAR, SQUIRREL & SPOOKE 
 Holly & David Tillage 
BUDDY (SMITH) – Rescued German 
Shepherd 
 Fred & Linda Mackta 

CASPER (YOUNG) 
 Larry & Cathryn Young 
CHABLIE 
 Linda A. Tiller 
CHLOE (KNUPP) 
 Cean Cawthorn 
FRAISER (A Much Loved Cool Cat) 
 Jacqueline McLean-Friend 
GRACIE 
 Lee Griffin 
HOOVER & JESSAMINE 
 The White Dog Inn 
INKY (PERKINS) 
 Herb & Carolyn Davis 
JACK 
 George & Alice Northam 
JOHNNIE (Spitz-Collie, age 19) 
 Audrey L. Ripley 
KAHLUA 
 James Gregg 
LAMBCHOP 
 Sheran L. Hodges 
LOUIE (MATHESON) Beloved Corgi 
 Frankie Adamson 
 Becky, David & Ashley Meeker 
MAGGIE (Beloved Weimaraner) 
 David & Kathi Malechek 
MAGGIE 
 Amber White 
MISS PRISS 
 Dr. & Mrs. Henry C. Rowe 
MOLLY & STUFFIN 
 John & Deborah Ennis 
NICHOLAS (WILLIAMS) – Poodle 
 Hayes & Joyce Williams 
PACMAN – Beloved Dog 
 Margaret Williams 
PETE (BUTLER) – Beloved Cat 
 Peggy Williams 
RAMONA 
 Peggy Bowditch (Building Fund) 
ROBBIE – Cat 
 Virginia Hunt 
ROSA (CRUM) 12/11/2009 
 Mary Rolfe 
SAM (GRADL) -  My Cat 
 Caryl Gradl 
SANDY 
 Ben H. Harris, Jr. 
SOPHIE & LUCY 
 Vanessa Peachee 
STRETCH 
 Carol Comer Cutler 
SZUMERIA’S LADY LUCK, CD, CGC  
 Mrs. Cynthia J. Salesky 
TANDY 
 Ethelanna S. Hogge 
TESSIE 
 Helen W. Hankins 
WINSTON (VAN LEEUWEN) 
 Barbara & Don Chandler 
WYATT 
 Reese Lawson 
ZAK 
 Daniel & Doreen Folzenlogen 
ZERO 
 Mindy Johnson & Mike Siviter 
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Tracy The Cat –  
Tried And True 

Despite two date changes due to snow, sleet, and ice, our Annual Auction finally took place on February 27th and 
netted more than $67,000!  
Highlights of the evening included the auctioning of the original artwork centerpieces generously created and donated 
by regional and national artists and a performance by Diana Voss and the Dupremes (better known as Ralph Jackson, 
Kenny Walton and P.B. White). 
Emcee Jay Hutchens of Brent & Becky’s Bulbs led the evening as guests bid and outbid each other on more than 200 
live and silent auction items. A Catered Affair, Cross Street Coffee, Olivia’s, The Deltaville Bed & Breakfast Inn, Just 
Ask The Dishes, and Rosemary & Wine provided fantastic food and drink for all to enjoy. 
This night was made possible by the  generous support and dedication of our amazing volunteers, wonderful donors, 
sponsors and community businesses. Sponsors included Commonwealth Travel, Ken Houtz Chevrolet-Buick, Nuttall 
Country Store, Rappahannock Concrete, White Marsh Properties, Sandy & Bobby Hatten, Scott & Kathy Kauffman, 
Reba & Hal McVey, Joyce & Bob Richter and Cheryl & Bill Walker. Gloucester RV, Inc. kindly loaned us an RV for the 
evening that our performers used as dressing room. Sentara Healthcare, Waste Management and The White Dog Inn 
lent their support with ads in the event program. George Rhodes of Gloucester Office Supply provided his lighting 
talents. Becky Heath of Brent & Becky’s Bulbs serenaded the crowd with a spirited rendition of the night’s title track 
How Sweet It is To Be Loved By You.  
It was truly the generosity and support of the people and businesses in our community that made this a great night for 
the animals.  When you frequent these businesses or know these wonderful people, please thank them for their 
kindness toward the shelter and our animals! 

Fairytale Seeking  
 Happily Ever After 

Hi, my name is 
Tracy and I was 
brought to the 
humane society by 
animal control in 
September 2009.  
I think I am a little 
over a year old.  
The shelter staff 
guessed and I have 
no concept of age 
so one year old 
sounds good to 
me.  I have been 
neutered, am 
current on my vaccinations and am FeLV/FIV negative.  I 
am beautifully marked.  I have a lot of white with some 
brown tabby markings.  On Alumni Day the shelter held 
a Cat Show, just like the ones on TV.  Alumni cats and 
Shelter cats were entered, and you guessed it, I WON!   
I was judged the most beautiful and the most friendly cat in 
the whole show, and I have the ribbon to prove it (Do 
you think it had something to do with how I shamelessly 
hugged and kissed the judge?)   All shelter cats are real 
winners but if you want one with a ribbon to prove it, 
ADOPT ME!  Maybe next year I can be entered in the 
cat show as an alumnus. 

My name is Esther and I was found as a stray in 
Gloucester, way back in August 2008. I patiently waited 
to come to the shelter and I finally got here. Now, I am 
patiently waiting  for a home and have been for quite a 
while now.  I thought I had a new home, the people 
were  nice, but they had a cat , and frankly, I didn’t much 
care for her, so I had to come back to the shelter. 
I really would prefer to be the star of the household and 
the “only” apple of my owner’s eye.  I am a beautiful, 
coal black (o.k, I have a few grey hairs) Chow or maybe 
an Akita mix.  I have 
b e e n  vacc i n a t e d , 
spayed, treated for 
heartworms and have 
tested negative for 
heartworms.  The 
shelter staff thinks I am 
about 5-6 years old.  I 
am a wonderful girl 
who loves to play with 
toys, go for walks and 
lounge around the 
house.  As you see, I 
can be very versatile.  I love everyone and have never 
met a stranger.  Just like in a fairytale, my life has had its 
ups and downs and I am looking for my fairytale ending.  
Please help me enjoy my very own Happily Ever After. 

2010 A UCTION  A H UGE  SUCCESS  ! 
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 GMHS  Yard Sale  
The GMHS is in need of your unwanted 
treasures for our 2nd Annual Yard Sale to 
be held on July 10th  at the shelter. Not 
sure what to do with that Christmas 
present that is still sitting in its box? We’ll 

love to have it for the yard sale! Or how about the 
household item you just had to have and never use…
we’ll take it!  Outgrown kids clothes …we’d love to have 
them!  So don’t delay; clean out your closet, attic, garage 
or anything else that needs cleaning and bring us your 
unwanted items. Donations can be brought to our 
shelter located at 6620 Jackson Lane from July 5th 
through July 9th during business hours or by calling (804) 
832-1745.  We appreciate your help to make this year’s 
sale better than ever! 

Oops!    
The GMHS apologizes for the omission of the following 
donor from our 2008 donor listing  posted in the 
Winter 2010 Hugapet. 

Pat & Dick Zima    
Diamond Partner  

$5,000 - $9,999 

Marketplace  Antiques 
 

Did you know that the GMHS has a booth at 
Marketplace Antiques located on Route 17 in the 
White Marsh Shopping Center?  Rick Crews, owner 
of Marketplace, donates space and waives the 
commission on the sale of pieces donated by our 
supporters. So remember to donate your unwanted 
valuables to the GMHS and shop our booth inside 
the Antique Marketplace.  All proceeds benefit the 
animals of the Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society. 

Helen Harrington Hutcheson was a woman whose life was filled with family, friends, 
and an abiding love for others in need, including animals. Mrs. Hutcheson lived in 
Richmond and Ware Neck, and had been a supporter and fan of the Gloucester-
Mathews Humane Society for many years. She passed away on January 26, 2010 
leaving a wealth of memories for all who had been lucky enough to touch her life. 
Because of Mrs. Hutcheson’s lifelong dedication to animal welfare, her family has 
established a fund in her honor at the Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society called 
“Helen’s Gift.” The fund will be used to benefit animals that come to the shelter due 
to the death or incapacity of their owner, and will actively work to get them adopted  
into a new loving home. The fund has already provided needed support to twelve 
homeless pets at the shelter. 
Contributions to “Helen’s Gift” may be made to the Gloucester-Mathews Humane 
Society, Helen’s Gift Fund. 

Ken Houtz Team Takes 
Top Dog Honors At 2010 
Paw Prints Tournament 

The day was sunny, warm and made for golf. At the 2010 
GMHS Paw Prints Golf Tournament, nineteen teams 
gathered at the Piankatank Golf Course to vie for the 
title of Top Dog while supporting the many homeless 
pets of the Gloucester-Mathews Humane Society. 
The day’s highest honors went to the team of Regina 
Custis, Russ Robins, Dan Whitaker and James Whitaker 
of Ken Houtz Chevrolet-Buick, finishing with a score of 
59. Other champions of the day included Keith 
Atherton, who won the prize for his drive that was 
closest-to-the-pin; Marty Houston, who had the men’s 
longest drive; and Regina Custis, who had the women’s 
longest drive.   
At the day’s end, golfers joined volunteers for a delicious 
cookout on the deck of the Piankatank Golf Course 
Clubhouse, and shared stories of the many amazing feats 
of golf prowess demonstrated during play. Many thanks 
to all of those who joined us for a fun day on the links – 
we look forward to an even bigger event next year!  

Helen’s Gift: A Fund For Animals In Crisis  

Missy, the first animal  
helped by "Helen’s Gift” 

Pictured from left to right James Whitaker, Dan Whitaker, Regina 
 Custis and Russ Robins. 
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Volunteer Reminders 
 
 

Are Our Records Current? 
Have you moved recently or changed your phone number?  
Have you been volunteering here so long that you filled 
out one of our old applications, which didn’t include your 
email address? PLEASE help us keep our records accurate, 
and let us know this important information! We want to 
be able to stay in touch!  Send information to 
amysteele.gmhs@yahoo.com or call (804) 693-5520 ext. 
309. 
 
 

Are You Signing In And Out? 
Since the inception of a volunteer database in July of 2009, 
we are now tracking volunteer hours on a monthly basis.  
Hours are pulled directly from the volunteer sign in books 
in the volunteer room.   We are grateful to report that 
volunteers have devoted approximately 9757 hours since 
July 2009  to April 2010 and that does not include 
volunteer hours such as fostering, transports, and other 
various off-site tasks.  So help us keep track of volunteer 
hours by making sure you sign in and out every time you 
volunteer.  

Admit it!  As children with soaring 
imaginations, we all turned an ordinary 
bath towel or blanket into a super-
powered cape and ran through the 
house pretending to have extraordinary 
super-human powers.   Injustice was 
the enemy and in our costumes we 
could save lives and the world from 
evil.  But as we aged, dreams become 
reality, realizing it would take much 
more than a super-powered cape to 
save the world, it would take heart, 
perseverance and caring.  And this is exactly what 

volunteers of the GMHS have!   
While our volunteers may not 
dash around in red capes (at 
least not that we know of)  or 
leap from tall buildings, they are 
the ones who know action is 
essential over inaction, helping 
hands are crucial and caring and 
justice are not just words but a 
way of life.  They perform tasks 
that help save the lives of 

thousands of animals each year.  They are often found 
carrying out assignments which seem impossible with  
just two hands. Their ability to move at the speed of light 
when a cry for help results in a split-second dispatch, 

leaves one wondering, how did they do 
that?  Volunteers of GMHS also have the 
amazing ability to help heal the sick and 
injured animals and comfort the scared 
and lonely ones with the gentle touch of 
their bare hands.    
No job is too big or too small for the 
volunteers of GMHS.  Each and every 
volunteer, from the young to the elderly, 
possesses the amazing power of caring; 
caring enough to make a difference in 
the lives of homeless animals. And you 

thought Superheroes only existed in fiction!  
If you would like to join our team of extra-ordinary 
volunteers, the GMHS needs you in whatever capacity 
you can offer.    Volunteers 
are an essential part of our 
organization and while we 
have many dedicated staff 
members, we cannot do it 
alone. If you would like 
more information on how 
you can become a GMHS 
volunteer, please visit our 
website  or call us at 804-
693-5520.  All interested persons must fill out a 
volunteer application and attend an orientation session 
prior to volunteering.   

It’s A Bird, It’s A Plane, It’s Super Volunteers!  

Cliff’s Club  
Cliff’s Club members never cease to amaze us!  
Their kindness and generosity prove once again that 
there is no age limit when it comes to helping the 
animals of the GMHS.  Katie Bourne, Abigail 
Countiss, Emily Elam, Natalya and Allora all hosted  

birthday parties 
ask ing the i r 
guests to donate 
money or items 
to the GMHS in 
lieu of birthday 
gifts.  The staff 
and animals of 
the GMHS send 
out a huge 
THANK YOU to 

all new Cliffs Club members and a special THANK 
YOU to Emily Elam and Katie Bourne who are 
returning members.  

Pictured from left to right, Emily Elam, 
 Allora, Natayla and  Abigail Countiss.   
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GMHS Expands Adoption Benefits With  
Micro-Chipping And Pet Insurance 

 
It’s the year 2010 and the GMHS is getting with the 
program – the computer program, that is! We are now 
using a web-based animal management program called 
PetPoint to track all of our shelter information,  and 
there are lots of exciting new benefits that come with 
this. 
Each animal that is adopted will now be micro-chipped 
and given a yellow ID tag at the time of adoption that 
tells it is micro-chipped. If a pet is lost and someone finds 
it, the chip can be scanned, and the animal identified and 
returned to its owner. In addition, ShelterCare Pet 
Insurance will be provided at no cost to the adopter for 
30 days. This insurance covers almost anything that is not 
a pre-existing condition, and can be continued by the 
adopter through several different types of policies. 
Also, effective July 1, all dogs and puppies adopted from 

the GMHS will already be spayed or neutered and will have been given vaccinations for rabies, distemper and parvo. 
Adoption fees for puppies and dogs under 7 years of age will be $125.00; the fee for dogs 7 and older will be $75.00. 
And there will be no paperwork to mail back to the shelter! 
We hope that the new computer program and adoption benefits will streamline the process for our adopting families 
and provide our community with healthier, happier pets. 

Phone: 804-693-5520  Fax: 804-693-2009 
Email: information@gloucestermathewshumanesociety.org 
Web: gloucestermathewshumanesociety.org 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday  
11:00 am to 4:00 pm 
Wednesday  11:00 am to 6:00 pm 
Closed Sunday  


